
 
 

Mission Statement 
 
The mission of The Arc Muskegon is to 
provide advocacy, education and support 
services to people with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities and their 
families and actively support their full 
inclusion, equality and participation in 
their community throughout their lives. 
(February 2011) 
 

History 
 
The Arc Muskegon is an affiliate chapter 
of The Arc Michigan and The Arc of the 
United States.  This organization is the 
oldest and largest grassroots organization 
advocating on behalf of people with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and their families.  Many of 
the laws, services and rights of 
individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities enjoyed today 
are a result of The Arc’s hard work.  The 
Arc Muskegon became a local chapter in 
1952, and hired its first staff in 1984. 

 
 

We receive calls every day from families 
who have loved ones with developmental 
disabilities, or professionals working with 
them.  Their questions and needs can 
range from providing a phone number to 
long term supports with school issues, 
navigating governmental 
systems, providing information on 
community resources, linking families 
with local activities to helping parents 
plan for the future and how to best 
provide for their child with a disability.  

 

Some recent examples of contacts to The 
Arc include: 1) My brother is 64 and has a 
mild intellectual disability, lives alone and 
I live out of state – what resources are 
available in the community and will you 
help us access them? 2) My son has 
autism and has no friends, how can I help 
him find some friends? 3) My 21 year old 
son is facing jail time and is 
developmentally disabled – what lawyer 
in Muskegon should I call and will they be 
a good advocate for my brother? 4) My 
client has a disability and so does her son 
– she is frustrated and wants to talk to 
another parent – do you have another 
parent that she can talk with? 
 
This work takes time and knowledge to 
link people to the right organizations, 
know about services available and the 
ability to understand. Many families stay 
connected with us which is wonderful and 
we want be there for them. Funds to 
provide our mission based work come 
mostly from the community. Often the 
services we link them to are paid for, but 
not our services.  
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